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Catholic Children's Aid Society of Toronto
Web site: www.ccas.toronto.on.ca

For emergency service on weekends,
holidays or after business hours,

call 416-395-1500.

38 Isabella Street, Toronto, ON M4Y 1N1
Tel.: 416-395-1505 Fax:416-395-1537
E-mail: hopeforchildren@ccas.toronto.on.ca
Web site: www.ccas.toronto.on.ca (click on the Hope logo)

8 - Hope for Children Foundation Annual Report 2005-2006



essage From the President

We know that the early years of our lives are
vital to our future well-being. How we care
for children has a lasting impact on how
productive, resilient, compassionate and
confident they will be as adults. The Hope
for Children Foundation works with the
Catholic Children’s Aid Society to provide
programs and services that protect chil-
dren and enrich their lives. By committing
ourselves to serving those less fortunate,
we're investing in the sound development
of children and youth, helping them build
prosperous futures.

Over the past year, the Foundation con-
tinued to build its fundraising capacity by
reorganizing its staff and recruiting skilled
professionals to assist the Board of Directors
in its development efforts. The Founda-
tion also focused on increasing its endow-
ment funds and introduced an investment
strategy to better preserve its assets. Other
initiatives included re-launching a fund-rais-
ing campaign involving Toronto’s Catholic
Schools, increasing the quality and frequen-
cy of donor communication and actively
involving the youth we serve in volunteer
opportunities with the Foundation.

As a result, in 2005, the Foundation provided
an additional $305,000 to the Catholic
Children’s Aid Society and invested an ad-
ditional $122,716 in the Hope for Children
Foundation Scholarship Program. This

was made possible through the generous
support of funders, donors and community
partners.

In 2005, the Hope For Children Foundation
directly supported:

- 128 families through Emergency and
Enhancement grants

- 36 children through Sacramental Prepara-
tion & Spiritual Development grants

- 100 children attended summer camp

- 440 families benefited from the Adopt-a-
Family program

- 400 families received Christmas food
vouchers

- 68 youth received post-secondary scholar-
ship grants

- More than 400 youth who transitioned
from foster care to independent living
received financial support.

Raising funds is never easy but when you
see the joy on children’s faces and hear

their stories of success, you can't help but
become involved in enriching their lives.
During the past year, | had an opportunity
to share in the success of one of our scholar-
ship recipients who has now graduated and
is working full-time. Edel was abused prior
to coming into the care of CCAS and felt that
everything, including her self-confidence
had been taken away. Thanks to the sup-
port of the Society and a scholarship grant
from the Foundation, Edel is now a self-con-
fident young woman who is embarking on a
new career and a bright future.

There are no simple solutions to the sys-
temic issues of poverty, violence, homeless-
ness, substance abuse and mental illness,
however through the continued support of
so many committed donors, volunteers and
staff, we are having an important positive
influence on the lives of children. On their
behalf, thank you.

Sincerely,

i o
J lasnoned A i Dty
|

Edward J. Mooney, President
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Our Mission

Our mission at the Hope for
Children Foundation is to
reach out to our
community in the spirit of
giving and of hope.

We will help create public
awareness of our children’s
needs, and help our fami-
lies overcome the hurtful
cycle of poverty and abuse,
so that they can realize a
strong and healthy future
for themselves and their
children.




ur Programs

Education Advocacy on Behalf of Children and Youth in Care

The Hope for Children Foundation
recognizes the unique educational chal-
lenges faced by children in care. Many
of them attend special classes because
of behavioral or learning problems, and
face suspensions or expulsion if they

children in care and assist caregivers
and teachers in meeting these chil-
dren’s educational needs. The Society’s
highly trained education advocate
mediates directly with school boards
and teachers, develops policy, counsels

continue to act
out their frustra-
tions. Children
in care are often
transferred from
one foster home
to another, with
each changein
schools result-
ing in significant
educational
delays. Statistics
show that at
age ten, 8% of
children in care
fall below their

“I encourage the kids who live
with us to go to college or university.
Education is really important,
but these kids need a little extra help.
You don 't want them to get
discouraged -- these kids
are our future. By helping them to get
an education, were giving them
the tools to become contributing
adults.”

Rosa, a foster parent for 27 years

students, and
provides training
and support so
that caregivers
work collabora-
tively with local
schools to ensure
the needs of their
foster children are
better under-
stood. Last year,
more than 600
students received
guidance and
counseling under
the education

grade level. At age 18, the failure rate
could be as high as 86%. The majority
of social workers and foster parents,
though concerned and caring, have
not been trained to work with teachers
and schools to achieve the best edu-
cational results. Teachers often lack the
training to develop effective classroom
strategies for children in care. Such
negative experiences can lead children
and youth in care to drop out of school,
perpetuating a cycle of under-employ-
ment and poverty.

The Foundation underwrites CCAS' edu-
cation advocacy program to support

advocate program.

With tangible outcomes, we are seeing
the difference education advocacy

is making. Youth in care are setting
educational goals and achieving them.
The number of Crown Wards who have
attended college or university and
received scholarship support from the
Hope for Children Foundation has ma
than doubled in the last two years
from 31 recipients in 2003-04 to 68
in 2005-06.
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Pape Adolescent Resource Centre (PARC)

In Ontario, children who are admitted
into foster care can remain in care until
age 18. On their 18th birthday, unless
they have a disability, they are no lon-
ger eligible to remain in a foster home
and have to move out. Though most
bear the scars of physical and emo-
tional trauma, these youth are expected
to function independently with little
financial, family, or social support.

A recently published briefing paper
prepared for the Modernizing In-

come Security for Working Age Adults
(MISWAA) Project on youth leaving care
and authored by Anne Tweddle, reveals
that “once on their own, they [youth
leaving care] are at much greater risk of
becoming homeless, engaging in sub-
stance abuse, becoming single parents,
relying on social assistance, and coming
into contact with the criminal justice
system.” The same paper includes
statistics from Canadian sources (2002)
indicating 45% of homeless youth had
been in care.

In light of such challenges, the Founda-
tion provides funding to PARC whose
mission is to help youth who have been
in care to accept their life experiences,
draw strength and wisdom from them,
and use that understanding to create a
plan for themselves that offers hope for
a better life. A joint project of the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society of Toronto (CAST), the
Catholic Children’s Aid Society (CCAS)
and the Jewish Family and Children’s
Services (JF&CS), annually, PARC offers a
supportive environment to more than
400 former Crown Wards between the
ages of 14 and 24, who are making the
transition to independent living. PARC
provides young people with a sense

of community and belonging that is
stable and long term - a place where
they are welcomed, valued and sup-
ported to do their best.

Youth receive one-on-one counseling
including therapy and clinical consulta-
tions with professionals who partner

Scholarship Awards

Our youth struggle to fit into an educa-
tional system that often fails to respond
to their special needs. And when they
succeed against these odds, they often
encounter major financial barriers to
post-secondary education—a virtual
necessity in today’s knowledge-based
economy.

Through its Scholarship Program, the
Hope for Children Foundation provides
wards of CCAS with financial assistance
for post-secondary education or job
training. The Foundation places a high
priority on building relationships with
scholarship donors to ensure bursary
support for virtually every CCAS ward
that is accepted into, and committed to
attending college or university. We are
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with PARC—many on a volunteer basis.
PARC partners with other community
agencies to provide permanent hous-
ing solutions to youth. Older PARC
youth provide leadership in employ-
ment counseling and skills develop-
ment workshops and employment
support in partnership with community
youth employment centres. Through
its Ambassador School program, PARC
helps youth re-enter the secondary
school system to finish high school.
PARC partners with the Learning Dis-
abilities Research Department of the
Hospital for Sick Children for literacy
training to youth. Other partnerships
with York University and the University
of Toronto encourage PARC youth to
consider post-secondary studies.

PARC is an innovative program, and has
received Canadian and international
awards for its unique model of engag-
ing disenchanted youth and turning

their lives around.

proud to report that the retention rate
of CCAS youth in care has been rising
steadily during the past several years.

Successful graduates serve as role
models to other youth in care, provid-
ing both hope and encouragement.
The demand for scholarship support
has been steadily growing. In 2003, the
Foundation disbursed 31 scholarships,
more than doubling that number in
2005-06 with 68 scholarships provided.
We believe there will continue to be a
high demand for scholarships over the
next 3-5 years, given that 64% of CCAS
Crown Wards are between the ages of
13-17.

Chetwynd

The Chetwynd Community Devel-
opment Program is a three-year
program for people living in Toronto
Community Housing neighbour-
hoods. The initiative began in 1990
and has completed work in six com-
munities: Blake Boultbee, Mornelle
Court, Alexandra Park Thistletown | &
II, Falstaff and Swansea Mews.

Chetwynd is a unique and effective
program that works to improve the
lives of families in some of the most
vulnerable communities in Toronto.
By providing holistic support to
strengthen relationships among
residents, and between residents
and local organizations, the program
helps residents build skills, capac-
ity, infrastructure and community
programs. Under the Chetwynd
philosophy, in order for healthy
families to provide warm, secure

and nurturing care for children, they
must first have a healthy community
environment. Stronger communities
are built through the development
of the assets of community mem-
bers.

“My mom doesn t support me
financially at all, and I lived in a
foster home from the time I was in
Grade Nine. It was up to me to find
the money to pay for university.

I had a job but it didn t pay very well.
When I heard that I had received a
scholarship from Hope for Children,
it was like an opening to the future.
With the $5,000 I received, and the

money I saved from my summer job,

I'was able to pay for my first year

of university. Its such an

exciting time!”

Magda, first year student,
Environmental Studies,
University of Waterloo

Currently, the Foundation is funding the

Chetwynd program in the Willowtree
community in North York. Willowtree

consists of 198 subsidized townhouse'

and apartment units, home to 614
tenants. It is a multicultural and

multiracial neighbourhood in which ‘

nine languages are spoken.

Willowtree residents and staff from
community agencies invited the
Chetwynd to initiate a three-year
community development program to
address neighbourhood issues and
challenges such as community safety,
lack of programs for youth and seniors,
unemployment, and support for single
parent families. The goal of the Chet-
wynd Program is to assist Willowtree
community residents in accomplishing
the following:

- Fostering a stronger sense of com-
munity

- Improved tenant integration

- A reduction in drug use and vandalism

- Involving youth in building a healthier
community

- Identifying new concerns.

Emergency and Enhancement Grants

Instead of affluence and luxury, many of
our clients experience grinding poverty.
Instead of prosperous, happy families,
their families are beset by sexual and
domestic abuse, violence, loss, and
depression. Instead of children starting
life with limitless potential, they see
children already repeating dangerous
patterns.

The Catholic Children’s Aid Society
serves nearly 20,000 children and youth
annually, representing more than 7,000
families with multi-ethnic and cultural
backgrounds. The major languages spo-
ken are English, Spanish, Portuguese,
Italian, French, Polish, Vietnamese,
Tagalog and others.
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The majority of CCAS clients are the
working poor or unemployed with
80% earning less than $16,000 a year.

A single parent heads most of these
families. Nearly 70% of CCAS clients do
not have a high school diploma, with
34% not having finished grade 8. Most
families are unable to meet basic needs,
let alone special needs, such as unusual
medical bills, dental care, or providing
organized activities for their children.

The Hope For Children Foundation’s
Emergency and Enhancement Grants
program attempts to meet urgent
needs and pay for extras that most
families take for granted. At the right
moment in time, a small grant can turn
a life around, stop a downward spiral,
give hope, and build self-esteem.



